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Newsletter #134: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! This has been a tiring week. The early morning auctions in Europe 
mean really early mornings (I consider it really during the night) for me. The first day of 
the Peus auction was yesterday and it was very rewarding. There were good 
opportunities there to be had. I’m very happy I was able to participate although the lack 
of sleep is not fun. With all my travels in Europe and online auctions abounding, I was 
able to pick up tons of new inventory. I’ve acquired a good amount of my beloved Greek 
coins but you may be surprised to see more world coins and medals. I’ve been dealing 
with world coins almost from the beginning but I never bought too much for fear of 
having the coins for a long period of time. The thing is that I really enjoy the world 
material and viewing the European auctions are very satisfying. I suppose I have enough 
interest in world coiangel that including them more in my inventory makes sense. On 
the Greek front I was very pleased to buy some of the incredible Celtic coins being 
offered from the Lanz Collection. Check out my inventory on vcoins and my site as it 
slowly starts to show these as well as other new purchases. There are a few trade shows 
coming up that I prefer to allow customers there to see my new inventory before putting 
it online so be patient. 

I hope to see some of you next week in Baltimore! I’ll be at table 1136 in the ancient/world 
section. 


Where do I begin with how many auctions there are coming up! Many are packed around 
the same time and some the same day. Some decisions will have to be made! Please get 
in touch soon if anything interests you. 


H.D. Rauch 109 (Live floor auction in Vienna, 11-13 Nov) 

I ’ve never attended a Rauch auction in Vienna but I have bid routinely by phone or 
online. Pedigreed coins are sprinkled throughout the sale and quality is typically very 
high. Dieter Rauch can often be seen participating in the biggest auctions around the 


https://mailchi.mp/326494670015/whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc-123506... 11/9/2019 










What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Page 2 of 6 


world and buying high quality aurei. Many of those pieces end up in his auctions. This 
particular sale has a number of beautiful Roman aurei. I plan to bid in this auction if I 
have enough customer interest. Please get in touch soon if this auction interests you. 


Aureo & Calico, Alba Longa part II (Life floor auction in Barcelona, 14 Nov) 

This auction has been anxiously awaited by many! The Alba Longa part II is a 
continuation of the fantastic collection of Roman Republican and Imperatorial coins. 
Most of the pieces are pedigreed back to the Leo Benz (Lanz Auction 88, 23 November 
1998) or some even earlier. It is clear to see that the collector wanted a complete 
collection of Imperatorial pieces so quality can vary among the lots. That said, it is 
probably one of the more exciting sales (in my humble opinion) this Fall or collectors 
interested in this area. 

This auction happens to fall on a travel day for me for the Whitman Coin Expo in 
Baltimore, therefore, I am partnering with an expert in the area that will view coins, 
give notes and then represent myself and customers in the auction. If you are interested 
in this auction please get in touch with your lot list and I can pass this onto my partner. 
More to come on this auction in the weeks moving forward! 


MDC 5 (Live floor auction in Monaco, 14 Nov) 

MDC has a rather extensive auction with over 1,167 lots but the ancient section is tiny in 
comparison. That said, there are some stellar pieces with nice pedigrees included. There 
are many that are encapsulated which is far from my favorite thing but remember that 
slabs can always be cracked open! I just find them incredibly difficult for really viewing 
a coin. 


Morton & Eden 104 (Live floor auction in London, 14 Nov) 

M&E has their 104th live auction on November 14 with 632 lots. The auction starts off 
with a few group lots and then mainly Greek coins for their ancient section. The second 
half the catalog is a Mexican coin collection. It is a shame that M&E has their auction the 
same day as two other major sales but nowadays timing can be difficult with so many 
auction houses. The good thing is that aside from Alba Longa, the other sale has a 
limited ancient section. 


Gadoury Monaco 2019 Part II (Live floor auction in Monaco, 15 Nov) 

When I was 17 years old my father took me to Monaco to celebrate my high school 
graduation (and attend my first IAPN) and at that time I met a wonderful girl my age 
named Alexandra Gadoury. Her father Victor ran his own company. I can’t remember 
exactly when but Victor died a very early death. His company was later purchased by the 
numismatists Vesconi and Pastrone. Since 2001 Gadoury is managed solely by 
Francesco Pastrone. From time to time Gadoury will have some ancient coins on offer. 
Most of the auctions are world in scope. This auction has some very nice ancient coins 
available. Worth a peek. 


Nomos 19 (Live floor auction in Zurich, 17 Nov) 
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I am anxiously awaiting the catalogs for the Nomos auction. Once received, I am happy 
to send them out to those that want them. There are 478 lots in this auction. I was able 
to go through most of the lots while I was in Zurich for the NAC auction just a few weeks 
ago. There are some great rarities like lot 73, a gold stater from the Chalcidian League, 
circa 352-350 BC. According to the write-up from Nomos, this coin served as a 
prototype for the coins of Philip II. I also several coins with nice pedigrees, like lot 149, a 
beautiful example from Teos and with a pedigree back to 1978 from Miinzen und 
Medaillen 54, as well as being on the cover of that catalog. If you like fractional silver 
then check out lots 183 and 194, not terribly expensive but beautifully executed. If you 
collect Roman than check out lot 280, the impressive Commodus medaillon. There is 
plenty to admire in this upcoming sale. 

I will be participating in the Nomos sale so please get in touch if you need representation. 


Maison Palumbo 18 (Live floor auction in Geneva, 17 Nov) 

Maison Palumbo has an impressive sale with 504 lots. The ancient coins make up the 
first 8 5 lots. There are some very beautiful pieces being offered and many with 
pedigrees to match. That said, the bar is quite high at this auction and most will be shut 
out. Estimates are strong and it is clear that the auction is not targeted for the hobbyist. 
Please do let me know if you need my help for this auction. 


NGSA (Live floor auction in Geneva, 18 Nov) 

NGSA typically has auctions every two years in the beautiful Hotel Le Richemond in 
picturesque Geneva. Dr. Alain Baron puts on what I would term “an event” rather than a 
coin auction, which is not to be missed. It might be one of the most sophisticated of 
sales that the coin world has. His catalogs are all hard bound and feature some of the 
most impressive coins available on the market. Many of the coins are outside of my area 
of expertise but it doesn’t take an expert to see that he is able to persuade many high 
brow collectors to consign and buy in his auctions. This sale is no different. Two 
catalogs are being presented. The first is “A Royal Collection”. The first coin might be 
one of the most beautiful Greek coins ever created. It is a silver tetradrachm signed by 
Kimon. The starting price however is already at a whopping 1.5 million CHF. (This coin 
last sold for 2.3 million CHF in a 2014 NAC auction). Not many ancient coins reach that 
level so being in the room for this sale will be an amazing experience. A Royal Collection 
is a mere 47 lots but every coin is estimated in the 5 or 6 digits. 

The second catalog, Auction 12, is far larger and with about 57 ancient coins. The first 
lot is an incredible silver lingot of Toutankhamon. The historical significance of the 
piece is mind boggling. The starting price is 30,000 but I imagine it will go much higher. 
This sale has some equally fantastic ancient coins. If lot 1 in the “A Royal Collection” is 
too rich for you, there is another opportunity to obtain a signed Kimon tetradrachm of 
amazing beauty. Lot 112 is equally spectacular but at a fraction of the price (250,000 
CHF starting). It has a pedigree going back to a 1993 Sotheby’s-NFA sale. In the 
Imperatorial section there is an exceedingly rare gold legionary aureus (Legion 20) of 
Marc Antony. Lot 148 is a large size gold piece, a “quaternio”, of the emperor Maxence. 
This piece comes out of a 1996 Christie’s London auction. Finally lot 155 is a beautiful 
solidus of Anastasius I from Constantinople. This left facing beautiful portrait style is 
extremely rare. This coin comes from the Lacam collection of 1974 and was part of the 
Hunt collection which Sotheby’s sold in 1990. The second part of the catalog has some 
dazzling Renaissance medals (lots 195-197). 
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Lot 706 has been written up in Coinsweekly. See link below. The proceeds from the sale 
of this beautiful medal featuring the facade of Notre Dame will be given solely for the 
restoration of the cathedral which was sadly partially destroyed by fire. The starting 
price is 50,000 CHF and this might be the only coin that I hope will be the biggest seller 
of the event. 

https://coinsweekly.com/what-notre-dame-de-paris-means-to-us/ 

The buyability of this auction is questionable but the catalog is an absolute keeper. By 
the way, I do have a few extra still so if you want some nighttime reading please get in 
touch. 


Upcoming Trade Show - Whitman Baltimore Expo (14-17 Nov) 

The Whitman Baltimore Expo will be taking place from November 14-17 .1 will be 
exhibiting at this show at booth 1136 in the ancient/world section. Last year I was 
unable to exhibit or attend so I’m happy to get back there. The Baltimore show has a 
nice selection of ancient and world dealers attending so if you are close or want a 
weekend of coins then please consider coming. I’m looking forward to seeing some of 
you there and bringing new inventory that I acquired during the Fall sales. For my 
information on the Expo check out this site: http://expo.whitman.com/ 


San Francisco Bourse (6-7 December) 

I’m looking forward to returning to the Bay area and participating in the SF Bourse. It is 
a small affair but wonderful to see some of the nicest customers out on the west coast 
and surrounding areas. If you haven’t attended the show think about coming. It is small 
enough to get through everything and most of the larger auctions will bring their 
material for the NY International auctions so you can preview it instead of waiting until 
January rolls around and we are all cramming to get viewing in. More to come on my 
table number and the events surrounding the bourse. 


Coin of the Week 

IONIA, Uncertain, c. 625-600 BC 

EL Hekte or 1/6 Stater, 2.46g (9mm). Phokaic standard. Raised clockwise swastika 
pattern / Quadripartite incuse square. 

Pedigree: Ex Triton XX, 10-11 January 2017, lot 287 

References: Weidauer Karwiese, Artemision, Type II. 7; Elektron II 53; Rosen 314; Traite I 
117-8; SNG Kayhan SNG von Aulock 1777 

Grade: Wonderful high relief and good metal. A few minor edge splits. Mint State 

Price: $2,250 

gki.329 
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Buy Coin 


The swastika pattern on the obverse is/was considered a symbol of good luck and 
fortune in many cultures. In Sanskrit it actually denotes a propensity for well being. In 
Hinduism it meant good luck and in Buddhism signified the footsteps of the all loving 
Buddha. For the purposes of this coin it symbolizes the lightning bolts of Zeus. This now 
infamous symbol can be seen throughout the history of coinage even beginning with 
the trite of Phanes (along with this coin among the earliest known coins). It is rather 
unfortunate that the symbol became to represent something horrific during the 
National Socialist time period in Europe and afterwards when in fact it was understood 
as quite the opposite in earlier times. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/ionia-uncertain-c-625-600-bc? 

rq=gkl 329 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 


Copyright ©2019 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
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